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To the City Council of the City of New Bedford: 


GENTLEMEN ,—The Trustees of the Free Public Library 
respectfully present to you this the thirty-second annual 
Report of that institution. 

From the records of the Librarian, it appears that the 
whole number of books taken during the year is seventy- 
two thousand two hundred and twenty-two. 

Daily average of volumes delivered, two hundred and 
thirty-seven. 

Total number of cards issued, twenty thousand one 
hundred and sixty-four; increase over last year, six hun- 
dred and eighty-five. 

Books added during the year by purchase, one thousand 
one hundred and ninety-five volumes; by gift, two hun- 
dred and forty-one volumes and one hundred and forty- 
four pamphlets. ; 

Number of newspapers on the stand, thirteen. 

Number of periodicals received, one hundred and sev- 
enty-six. 

Total number of books in the library, forty-six thousand 
four hundred and thirty-six. 

Volumes worn out and rejected, one hundred and fifty- 
one. ; 

Volumes bound, two hundred and fifty. 

Volumes rebound, one thousand and seventy-seven. 

Postals sent for books overdue, one hundred and two, 
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These statistics show an increase over the circulation of 
last year. It gives us pleasure also to record an increase 
in the number of visitors to the reading-room, and a much 
greater demand for books of reference. With the latter 
the library is well supplied. We have all the works re- 
ferred to in Mr. Green’s ‘‘ Library aids,” we have. bibli- 
ographies, ancient and modern ; catalogues, including those 
of the Boston Atheneum and Brooklyn library; Q. P. 
indexes, publishers’ circulars, all the recently published 
‘¢aids to readers,” and the condition of our finances is 
such that we can add others, as needed, but it is impossi- 
ble for students to use these to advantage, or for the pub- 
lic to get the help from the library that they have a right 
to demand, as long as we are limited to our present ac- 
commodations for books and readers, 

We have now no room to place the drawers for a card 
catalogue, no wall room for bulletin boards, not even desk 
room enough to work at conveniently ; and the new books, 
when they are in preparation for delivery, have to be 
placed in front of books already located, the rightful occu- 
pants of the shelves being for a time shoved to the wall. 

When in 1857 we moved from Union street to the pres- 
ent building, we found that the shelf room provided would 
scarcely hold our 10,000 volumes, leaving very little room 
for further accessions. We have since shelved the space 
left vacant on the library walls, placed presses in the mid- 
dle of the aleoves, shelved the front room and the west 
room, finished off the cockloft for the accommodation of 
state documents and pamphlets, and the upper front room 
for our United States documents. We have now used all 
the space available for shelving and filled nearly all the 
shelves with books. The larger portion of the space now 
vacant is prospectively filled by the yearly continuation of 
periodicals already located, and cannot be used for other 
books. 
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An extension of the present building to the north and 
west will give room enough for some years to come, and 
it can be made without requiring any change in the pres- 
ent position of the books, and without rendering it neces- 
sary to close the library to the public except for the short 
time in which connection is being made between the two 
buildings. In the meantime, the work on a card catalogue 
“an go on, and the books be renumbered according to some 
one of the recently devised systems, preparatory to re- 
moval in a new building, or to a reorganization of the 
library in the present one. 


GIFTS. 


The list of donors will be found, as usual, in the Ap- 
pendix. ‘To all those who have kindly remembered us, 
we would return our thanks. To Mr. William F. Poole 
we are particularly indebted for a copy of the new edition 
of his Index to Periodical Literature. From Mr. William 
H. Farrington we have continued to receive the Transac- 
tions of the American Society of Civil Engineers as issued, 
together with valuable pamphlets. Mr. C. D. Collet has 
sent us bound volumes of the ‘*‘ Diplomatic Review Pam- 
phlets;” Wm. W. Crapo, Esq., the published volumes of 
the ** War of the Rebellion,” and twenty-seven volumes of 
the ‘‘ Congressional Record;” Wm. Gordon, Jr., Esq., 
twenty-five volumes of Journals of the Massachusetts Sen- 
ate and House of Representatives ; Rev. James D. Butler, 
MS. volumes of the Records of the New Bedford Pastoral 
Union, and many pamphlets ; E. Norman Leslie, the His- 
tory of Skaneateles; and Dr. Samuel A. Green, valuable 
historical pamphlets. 

To the American Antiquarian Society and to the Amer- 
ican Philosophical Society, we are indebted for their sev- 
eral proceedings. The General Society of Mechanics and 
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Tradesmen have given us a copy of their Annuals in 
quarto, edited by Thomas Earle and Charles T. Congdon. 
From the New Jersey State Library we have received the 
set of Documents relating to the Colonial History of New 
Jersey, and from the city of Boston the Reports of the 
Record Commissioners. These reports now number twelve 
volumes. They are issued in an inexpensive form, similar 
to that of our own municipal documents. 

It would be well for our city government to publish in 
like manner the records of the old town of Dartmouth to 
1787. These records up to that date are our records. 
With the exception of a few early marriages and deaths 
published in the General Register they exist only in MS., 
and are liable at any moment to be irrevocably lost. The 
expense of publication would be small, and could no doubt 
be wholly covered by the sale of copies. The towns that 
formerly made a part of the territory of old Darmouth 
would no doubt be glad to contribute to the cost and re- 
ceive a proportionate number of copies in return. A por- 
tion of the edition, if taken by the library, could be used 
in exchange for works of like character, many of which 
are privately published and difficult to procure in the or- 
dinary channels of trade. * 


The financial statement is given in the appendix. 
Submitted in behalf of the Trustees. 


GEORGE WILSON, 


President of the Board. 
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APPENDIX. 


FINANCIAL STATEMENT CONCERNING THE 
FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY FOR 1883. 


STATEMENT OF THE LIBRARIAN. 


1883. 
Jan. 1. Cash on hand, $157.85 
Receipts for books lost, 75 
Paper stock, 4.03 
Fines, 177.28 $339.91 
Paid for books, $39.00 
Expressage, freight, jobbing, 51.52 
Stationery, 4.67 
Printing and advertising, 4.90 
P. O. box and postage, 17.08 
Binding and paper-cutting, 5.55 
Repairing furniture, curtains, ete., 25.34 
Incidentals, 72.55 
1884, Jan. 1. Balance in hands of Librarian, 119.30 $339.91 
FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY ACCOUNT. 
1883. 
Jan. 1. Annual appropriation, $3,500.00 
Bills approved January, $289.60 
February, 286.40 
March, 342.30 
April, 293.15 
May, 335.52 
June, 311.98 
July, 306.93 
August, 311.73 
September, 328.73 
October, 316.48 
November, 289.23 
December, 311.98 $3,724.03 
Transfer to special appropriation, 75.97 


—_—_——. 





$3,800.00 
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TRUST FUND ACCOUNT. 


Jan. 1. Sylvia Ann Howland fund, 
George Howland Jr. fund, 


Charles W. Morgan fund, 
Oliver Crocker fund, 
James B. Congdon fund, 
Dog fund, 


January, 


$12,564.86 


302.13 
197.17 
244.50 
177.42 
488.91 $13,974.99 


SYLVIA ANN HOWLAND FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY FUND. 


1883. 


Jan. 1. Unexpended balance of income, 


July 1. Six months’ interest, 
Dec. 31. Six months’ interest, 


$12,564.86 
1,500.00 
1,500.00 $15,564.86 


Bills approved for books, periodicals and binding, viz. : 


January audit, 
February, 
March, 
April, 
May, 

June, 

July, 
August, 
September, 
October, 
November, 
December, 


$302.82 


284.64 
533.60 
241.08 
75.43 
297 .24 
182.48 
239.26 
202.26 
193.35 
293.40 
325.90 $3,171.46 


The detailed statement of the expenditures from the income of this 


fund is as follows: 


Academy of Natural Science, 
Allyn, John, 

American Chemical Journal, 
American Journal of Mathematics, 
Almy, Milne & Co., 

Anthony, E. & Sons, 

Baird, Henry C. & Co., 

Boston Society of Natural History, 
Bouton, J. W., 

Brinton DG, M.D, 

Cambridge Entomological Club, 
Cassino, 8S. E. & Co., 

~. Chapman, H. L., 

Clarke, Robert & Co., 


$10.00 
303.88 
3.00 
5.00 
3.00 
6.00 
61.60 
3.00 
73.45 
6.00 
5.00 
2.50 
5.00 
123,38 


er 
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Collins, Q. F. & Co., 
Cooperative Newspaper Society, 
Dawson, Henry B., 

Dewess, W. W., 

Dews, Edwin, 

Essex Institute, 

Fitch, J. F., 

Francis, David G., 

Graffam, I. W., 


150.75 
4.75 
190.80 
1.00 
303.88 
4.50 
2.50 
67.97 
3.75 


Hathaway, James H., treasurer, paid for periodicals, 76.23 


Houghton, Mifflin & Co., 
Hutchinson, S., 
Inman, H.S., 
Journal of Speculative Philosophy, 
Kane, D. J. & Bro., 
King, Moses, 
Lamb, J. H., agent, 
Lawton, J. M., Jr., 
Lewis, J. W. & Co., 
Leypoldt, F., 
Linnean Society of New York, 
Littell & Co., 
Little, Brown & Co., 
Littlefield, George E., 
Lockwood, Brooks & Co., 
McDonald, Joseph, 
Massachusetts Historical Society, 
Mercury Publishing Co., 
Miller, S. A., 
Mining Record, 
Morgan, Henry J., 
Morrill 71. Eo. 
Morrison, L. A., 
Munsell, Joel’s Sons, 
Murray, M., 
Nagle, R., 
Narragansett Historical Pub. Co., 
Newport Historical Pub. Co., 
Noyes, Henry D. & Co., 
Osgood, J. R. & Co., 
Palmer, Noyes F., 
Pangborn, J. G., 
Parsons, John D., Jr., 
Q. P. Index, 
Raymond, E. P., 

B 


5.00 
467.85 
26.00 
3.00 
96.05 
2.50 
6.00 
484.61 
12.50 
13.20 
3.00 
8.00 
28.95 
73.90 
8.75 
25.90 
3.00 
6.00 
3.00 
4.00 
6.00 
11.92 
3.08 
8.15 
3.00 
44.00 
4.00 
2.00 
37.80 
21.00 
1.00 
5.00 
13.00 
3.00 
3.00 
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Review Publishing Co., 
Roffe, A. H. & Co., 
Sanborn, F. B., 
Schoenhof, Carl, 
Talcoth, eu. 

Taylor, Walter P., 
Van Antwerp, D. L., 
Webster Historical Society, 
Williams, A. & Co., 
Woodward, C. L. 
Zahm, 8. H. & Co., 


GEORGE HOWLAND JR. FUND. 


1883. 


Jan. 


1. Unexpended balance of income, 
One year’s interest, 


CHARLES W. MORGAN FUND. 


1883. 


Jan. 


1. Unexpended balance of income, 
One year’s interest, 


OLIVER CROCKER FUND. 


1883. 


Jan. 


1. Unexpended balance of income, 
One year’s interest, 


JAMES B. CONGDON FUND. 


1883. 


Jan. 


1. Unexpended balance of income, 
One year’s interest, 


DOG FUND. 
1883. 
Jan. Unexpended balance, 
Feb. Received from County Treasurer, 


Paid James E. Balloch, 


M. J. Brown, 


January , 


5.00 
124.86 
7.00 
35.30 
5.00 
4.00 
5.00 
1.15 
7.00 
51.30 
7.90 


$302.13 
96.00 


$197.17 
60.00 


$244.50 
60.00 


$177.42 
30.00 


$488.91 
647.39 


$480.00 
500.00 


$3,171.46 


$398.13 


$257.17 


$304.50 


$207.42 


$1,136.30 


980.00 
$156.30 
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Total unexpended balance in the control of the Board of Trustees: 


1884. 
Jan. 1. Sylvia Ann Howland fund, $12,393.40 
George Howland Jr. fund, 398.13 
Charles W. Morgan fund, 257.17 
Oliver Crocker fund, — 804.50 
James B. Congdon fund, 207.42 
Dog fund, 156.30 $13,716.92 


GEORGE H. DUNBAR, 
Clerk of the Board of Trustees. 


FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY, Jan. Ist, 1884. 


12 CITY DOCUMENT No. 4. January, 


aT SD Sahest ce ope 





‘ Volumes. Pamphlets. 
Adam, Francis Cis)...» scenes aeewe we ate valance oe te 1 
Allen, Frederick S..°\.0< << cmacuws seein one oe Mss. 

Allyn, John,......... aula ha es os GE ROnE Pkt ae eT Oe ke 8 
American Antiquarian Society, Worcester, ........ 3 
American Humane Association, -.... 2.202. esos sone ov 

American Philosophical Society, ........... Pr 2 
Ames Free Library, North Easton, Mass., ........ 2 
Apprentices’ Library Company, Philadelphia,..... 
Apprentices’ Library, New York,.......2......... 
Baird, Henry Cysts... hte wens cee eg eee eee aients sae 
Bodley, Rachél DL. .3\ss40Gstgacwene eee et weenie. 
Boston City, Government. ss vss6 aeons vee wakes a R 
Boston Public Library, “3. > ¢ssavnamewwasen< nis sats 
Bradlee, GC. Ds eescaae eee ag eet eee ee et ae 
Bridgeport Public Library,. «20.6622 ,25 00.00 ses 
Brookline Public Library, sot sass gee tees setae 
Brooklyn Library, s = «+2504 ssmgnh apte tele as wee ae cae 
Buckminster, Joseph, ss.deects sea a tense aes wt ete i 
Bulmer, John’ [iis ae ven seca ees pre ae ae eee oe J 
Burchard, ‘Horatio:G. sis vers aeheee eee ees ee 
Butler, James |D., ss +0eoe0 a sene erie te ts eee cae 4 
Butler Hospital for Insane, .......... Jia se sop Mes as 
Cambridge Entomological Club, .............-+... 
Chicago Public Library,............ alee tye.ars eee ae 
Chilovi, D., Florence, Italy, -........... Magazine. 
Cincinnati Public Library, «. 2.225220 secees esse te 
Clarke, Robert & Cons cvs <sacee terse caer sane 
Clarke Institution for Deaf Mutes,................ 
CJOUStON?: Wis A. hs ss os =e ols at cue ata a sate eee 
CODder. CLUD Sie & oso s's cin un aia oes Siete eae ane 
MULE aL) os tains 2, wie a o's \egre «aie here dics ater fhe ai analney tate 
Gononon, Charles T.,\'+-.<\.ee. nee mae ees ee 
(OGPEL, (PELCT. . e's 'e.eje n'a)» vinletet 2a ae aghanats penne Genie 
Grapo,ew iiiana Wot) ss. .<sipers ea ace aenee pee ree 36 as 


aa | 


oe Re NS Ee 


Co 


fell fd) feed CS 


bo 
on 


bo 


SH oH 


1884. TRUSTEES’ REPORT. 13 


Volumes. Pamphlets. 
CPUnden, HM FEQericls Migs mosicewisws > neseinn stews 6 1 
Guiaer. A brant Meg virurces te waar vawen ie eked «oes 1 
Dexter, Franklin Boyce eerie ule sa ante wees >» 3 
Pranbars Gere Ei sg ata ect w wine sein of aa lielaleigess x: 01 2 : 
Durtée; Williamiy nana ras stces asic veiacie va wai (ass 1 
GOT le Lis Gijetaa < ee vaen scearsintatareirerece: tis se pales Bede la‘als 1 
Kari, PHY. 0. we twas sen ch eivln vies nla,5'asVeaimia Aeetalas 9) oe 
Bi aGGay SON rtm Go is o.a terrae ete sinters ake tienen ee teins osuli o 
Eclectic Medical College, New York, ............. 
Fall River Public Library, « «+saees ess. see eed eee): 1 
Farrington, W. H., ..-..-++ sees Shah ait eile de. 
Fletcher Free Library: s<<insi<sseae accent se Wale 4 4)sre 
Friends’ Free Library, Germantown,.............. 
General Society of Mechanics and Tradesmen, N.Y., 1 
Slmane Mirae Wrangis Lists 2ie Aes seven tagea tests as 29 
SOOO OT WV ULE Di gee ace: 6is 4.0 ie atures deepen 25 
AAPOR SB INUC LAL.» cstrre se xls's'esl sev opwthaest milan caine 3 
SATIS AL, Re C5 05 tare saree ase. pla aia «oi ainis,s, 4a ene 
Hahnemann Club, Philadelphia, .............. 002. 
Hartford Library Association,...........cccecsess 
HIB PVErO: COMCOES seven sic 5:0 een se n.0 viele gh nieve 
BA Gtk WR Vig RU Bin rans Swale, o.0\p «nine eee Geant 1 
Pe GEA OU SE Viel TIO ED Yrs ia 6s los 20 0's se em « Seen ee 1 
PAACAT LOTUS. Pepys «ies inim 6 0 eie'e age ainigelelatteimemeies 1 
Hough; Georze Tigo an: oi an vis dew ls oo eb in eee 27 4 
Howland, George, Jr., ...cccecssecensecsvccecceee bul 
PAIGE BOE tices Miata are wiv! aie: or ais op- 0i0)e. <indain od iabeneedgeemtaea ate 1 
International Tract and Missionary Society of 

Seventh-day Adventists,......s.sssseeseeseesece 10 

Lancaster Public Library, Mass., ........esseeseee } 
TAN POON, LOOMS TG ose wines 00 so sina 5 <i einepe] atop agnstiele 1 
Tee; Les lietAgye <5 aweciec ease vcee sinc an sdmaasewin ges 2 
Leonard, Elisha, «+. 0c.ccecscccccevesedccvaecesmes 
Leslie; Norman) Hig =. secede cues ceasitets oneness ve 1 
Library Company, Philadelphia, ...............e0. 
Littlefield, George E.,.-ccessssecscccccsrcnvccccce 
Lowell City, LaiDrarysjemen + oes a.000i00's01s bs canines 
Lynn Public Library, ....... jab} 6 iw ian @ peeps mere ae 
Massachusetts State Library,...-..--. +++. eee eeee 
Mercantile Library Company, Philadelphia,....... 
Mercury Publishing Company,.--+++++eeeesseeeeee 
WETCONOI ee Lie Lives Wises ssp 5c » she aera alee seme Bale s 
MYCE CA LDGIE: Icy evsce nas p o.0.s. en.cieieminip lave epee ain Se pias 1 
New Bedford City Government, ....---..seccesees 2 


—_ 
ee a 


wo Sj 


i 


a_i 


Doe He SY Ee A Db 


14 CITY DOCUMENT No. 4. January, 


Volumes. Pamphlets. 


New Jersey State Library, «+++. +++++e+-. ash kaa 3 
Newton Free Library, ....+..+s+0- secses cscsceeoes 1 
New York Mercantile Library Association,........ 3 
Nye, Gideon, Ts, shee seo shed niue sees eeeoee wane 1 
Our Continent Publishing Company,---++++++++++. 1 
Peabody Institute, Baltimore, .........-s5e+ scenes J 
Peabody Institute, Peabody,......++ sees sees se eeee 1 
Peaslee, John B., .-sccccecccvccccssssces iahne ween 2 
Perkins Tagtigntion for the Blind,. pale ele aise an 1 
Philadelphia Mercantile Library capa ahha ae 1 1 
Piffard, H. G., and Morrow, P. A., -..+.eeee sevens 1 
Polytechnic Society of Kentucky,.....-...seeessee 1 
Poolé, William F., ss. 6 \-\..sacwne cede aiinlew ae antes 1 
Potts, Edward, ..-\ sass 50 slvie (alana nie we Raa else 2 
Proprietors of Friends’ Bookstore, Philadelphia, .. 2 
Providence Public Library, -.++++++++eeeeseeeeees 1 1 
Public School Library, Cleveland, Ohio, ....-...-. 1 
Publishers of the Alta California,......+.+++++---- 1 
Publishers of the Boston Advertiser, .. Newspaper. 
Quint, Rev. Alonzo H., D. D.,..0- c.sscncccscevece ] 

Roberts, Rey.:0. iA... .usewteulway meee nee ec nese 1 
Rodman, Edmund, s...:.\- «sss cm pane eee ae einieinn ae a 1 
Rosse, Irving C.,...0: ..ssessesees Te ais Mat aware hapa 1 
Rugg, CO. Piss de vee cu'so.0snbm seals We ae oe ald aren mele nas 1 
San Francisco Mercantile Library Association, .... 1 
Sims, William <2. s.'si's > se Seen eres Re enn rete ae iL 
Slocum, Charles Hi... 3.55 Svseeeyneee rs cae hh teeters 1 
Smithmeyer, J. Liv, ve Salaslee a eieew init als ots slew ials ate 1 
Smithsonian Institution, ......++seccsecscsesessacs i 2 
Snow, Rey. Charles A., ...-scscccssceccoens este 3 
SpOMord vA tR.os ba soa eeiceee es BY Py eg eae os pyr 1 
Springfield City Library Association, .-..- nie ate ie 1 
Staples, Samuel Ei 5505 iG ewn seine slebe ee wieminie 3 
State Lunatic Hospital, Northampton, ............ 1 
Stearns, George Ti .sssccccesan ns ones minis paieis cll isis 1 
Swifts Jivehy <2). wince ee Saree se ateie el gle plane mene MSS. 
Switt, William C.,5 6s4s%6 vain odessa ena ne eee 1 
Taunton Public Library, ........es0ccessercnccens 1 
Thompson, Charles O.,. +++ 140s eh< se welnaeteemeimen 1 | 
Thomson, John H., ++... s ss esbuwean ean waa me 1 
Tillinphast; OF Dis on 4 sid my Ole opel lle latent ate a nena a 1 
United States: 

— Bureau of Education, ........++«02000s0. Sues 9 


se HOOASE SUPVCY (+ si ues sis-0% 0c Op Ree , 2 


1884. TRUSTEES’ REPORT. 


Volumes. Pamphlets. 


United States: 


— Department of the Interior,.............. Map. 37 
—~wepariment: of States csce tava we ete valeaehe es 57 
meant MUOTG OTCO,.s a's « oxi va apeieeinatvatee dt ate dealeanls 1 
mA PeRsUry. Department, is ass0aseeusleseulvaia te st 1 
=~ War Department, «> sssss veces’ have toad wawee b 6 
We OIA eTIOF DAL ch» van. ssh edvn seems ee er eamen ed 
Willey SIONTY: cit sees siecocsvcge tushewbasbeeeten es 1 
Wilmington Institute, Delaware, ........ see. eseees 


WEEOD ROOT Ig snes een sake cee ulene Neg ere ee etas 
Pra ENaITabraty, vote yun cine tg eer ale 
Worcester Free Public ihr ALY «0s Vale va eee eee ae 
Ne CRUG en ETOCS oh Bias nx oi t's 0.9 on: 6's 0h oie a ape ete he 
BONY COT GLIds SSOTIIDIILIL Sf ipo da. d oso vo cc vain ba eb nee ha aia 1 
WU Perit eb eee eb Taig o's oie s'y se Veale ORME 1 





— 
on a a on Oe 


me 





i Wey f resin: 


, | (FS eee 


4 wa 
‘ ye ihetvaty 


